between the predominance in shod and unshed children were noted in all age groups, most marked in those with generalised ligament laxity.
Flat foot was most common in children who wore closed-toe shoes, less common in those who wore sandals or slippers, and least in the unshod. Our findings suggest that shoe-wearing in early childhood is detrimental to the development of a normal longitudinal arch.
In was seen in all age groups (Table  IV) and was independent of the presence or absence of ligament laxity (Table  V) . In addition, there were no obese children in the study. 
